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it was thanks to them and their ponies that the well
of yesterday was dry. They had a sheep-skin half
full of water with thorn, but resolutely vnfusbil to
spare us a drop, t do not think i ovor roalixorl
what the word thirst really mount till that moment,
for it was now a cuso of share and sluro alike, our
supply of claret and soda-water having become ex-
hausted throe days before this. Kaoh of those inou
had a bundle of heavy wooden rods fastened to his
saddle-bow, and trailing on the ground, thus scoring
a deep trail or wake in the sand behind him. Tt is
only by these means that in this part of the desert
the Mongol is able to find his way from yonrt to
yourt, for there are no hind marks to1 steer by. They
had no tont or travelling conveniences whatover,
save a large brass pan for cooking purposes, and
a supply of argol in a canvas Hack, though what
they could find to cook wns a mystery to mo. They
accompanied us for a time, but, seeing that wo had
no bottles or anything olso to give them, soon left
ns and struck oil in a south-westerly direction,
directly contrary to tho place t/hoy told UM they woro
bound for, Oiirga: I did not inquire why, knowing
that the ways of the Mongol are inscrutable, and
not to be judged as are those of the ordinary run of
mankind !

So the day wore heavily away, and wo plodded
on, nearly up to our knees in sand, by the side of
the caravan till four o'clock, when Sylvia sighted a
large herd of gooroosh in the distance; but the glimpse
we caught of them was only momentary, and the
hurrying, indistinct brown mass had in a very few
seconds disappeared below the horizon.